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A Walks 
 
Beinn na Lap and Circuit of Loch Ossian - Saturday 11th - David Campbell 
 
For the third time this year only 3 A walkers showed up. I met Ann at South Queensferry and we collected Pam at 
Lochearnhead on the way to Crianlarich station. The one hour train ride was an enjoyable start. We bought tea and fruit cake 
from the trolley lady (note for posher members they even had Early Grey). A watery sun came out just as we arrived at Corrour 
station, but the upper slopes of Beinn na Lap were shrouded in mist as we walked round the west end of Loch Ossian and 
started to climb the boggy path to the snow line at around 700m. We carried crampons, micro spikes and ice axes but the snow 
was soft so they were not required. It was misty as we had lunch at the 937m summit but we could sense it was lifting and 
cheered the occasional patches of blue sky. We had only dropped down about 100m from the summit when the mist lifted 
completely allowing views over to Loch Ossian and the surrounding snow-capped mountains. After some searching we found a 
safe way off the ridge and followed Alt Loch na Lap down to a lovely wood above Loch Ossian where we had a short tea break. 
We were bathed in warm Spring sunshine as we walked around the east end of the loch and along its south shore. As we 
passed the youth hostel 8 lady walkers from Milngavie emerged and joined us on the walk to the station. Ann asked if they 
were a Hen Party which caused some hilarity. We had snacks and refreshments on the train back to Crianlarich. 
 

 
 
Meall Greigh and Meall Garbh - Sunday 26th - David Campbell 
 
Six walkers met up in the Lawers Hotel car park on a lovely Spring morning. I had driven up from SQ with Jan, Amanda, Jim 
and Justin. Pam came from Comrie. We all brought crampons and ice axes but could see that they would not be required 
(again) so left them in the cars. We walked a short distance along the main road, turned left after the â€œAntler Houseâ€ and 
up the path through the woods. After 2km we stopped for one of Pamâ€™s famous banana breaks before branching off to right 
to tackle the steep slopes of Sron Mhor. We had too many layers for such a warm day but struggled on with frequent stops (for 
applications of snow to hot foreheads) to the top of the Sron at 805m, and then over easier gradients to the summit of Meall 
Greigh (1031m). We rested there for a while eating lunch in the warm sunshine. , admiring the great views in all directions. Ben 
Nevis was clearly visible and the nearby Ben Lawers, An Stuc and Meall Garbh looked amazing. We then walked down to the 
bealach at 805m where we (except Pam) left our rucksacks before climbing the steep snowy slopes to the 1118m summit of 
Meal Garbh our second big Munro of the day. An Stuc looks really formidable from that view point. We returned to the bealach 
and then to the dam below Lochan nan Cat. Iâ€™ll gloss over our unnecessary struggles with a new, high deer fence. From 
there it was an easy walk back to the cars. We had refreshments in the Lawers Hotel before heading home. The A85 had been 
closed at Strathyre just a few minutes before we arrived, and we had to detour via Comrie, Crieff and Perth to SQ. 
 

 
 
 
 



B Walks 
 
Dolphinton, Garvald & Mendick Hill - Sunday 5th - Caroline Anderson 
 
Five cars with approx. 14 members met for the walk. As there's no cafأ© between Hillend and Dolphinton we headed out via 
Straiton to Pentland Plants, then after coffee we had to double back onto the A702 to reach the parking place just on the 
outskirts of Dolphinton. We walked down a very quiet road and then onto a disused railway line which was very over grown. We 
were supposed to cross a ditch into a field but the ditch was full of very dirty, deep water so we side tracked this and made our 
way up to a lodge house where we turned through pillars and along a driveway towards Garvald. We then took a small path 
across a field, across West Water and up the bank onto an old Drove Road which took us to Ferniehaugh House. We then took 
a path over the moors, past some bronze age cairns to West Linton Golf Club. We then followed a very muddy path back to 
Dolphinton. We didn't go up Mendick Hill as some people wanted to get home early and we were very, very muddy. 
 
Newlands - Flemington Burn Circular Walk - Sunday 12th - Ali Pugh 
 
A large group of us descended into the car park opposite Newlands Kirk near Romano Bridge where the walk commences. It is 
a well waymarked route although we did do a bit of extra ascent by following arrows which did not apply to our walk for a bit. 
This is a really lovely walk initially following the contours round the side of Whiteside Hill with beautiful views all around. It feels 
peaceful and remote. Along the valley then down to cross Fingland Burn. Up again for a lunch stop with views over the Cloich 
Hills. An enjoyable stretch of easy walking along between the hills followed and then into a thick wood which eventually 
emerged into a gorse and tree lined path which took us back to Romano Bridge. The Alan Ramsay Hotel at Carlops was our 
refreshment stop where we blethered and 'supped' as usual. 
 

 
 
Kitchen Moss from Ninemileburn - Sunday 19th - Ali Pugh 
 
I was a bit worried about the transport as I knew we were minus Robin, Caroline and Kirsty but there were just 7 of us so no 
problem. We had coffee at Pentland Plants and then cut across to the Pentlands and parked behind the cottages at 
Ninemileburn. After meandering about a bit behind Spittal Farm we climbed a steep path to reach the saddle between Spittal 
Hill and Patie's Hill. Shortly we dropped down to North Esk reservoir and around the water, looking out for birds all the while. 
Then followed a flat but VERY muddy section which led us up to where we crossed Kitchen Moss - still boggy but with more 
heather around. After about 6km we reached the saddle below West Kip where we turned right for the final stage of the walk, 
following the ridge of Monk's Rig and heading down towards Ninemileburn. On this part we had beautiful sunshine but it was so 
windy that we could barely stand. Feeling exceedingly exhilarated by the sun and the wind we found a comfy corner in 'The 
Steading' where we nibbled, drank and dozed!! 



 
 
Fife coast Leven to Elie - Sunday 26th - Kirstie Maclean 
 
We were fortunate to have lovely warm spring weather for our walk. There was no wind,the sea was like a mill pond and most 
of us stripped off to T-shirts. There was even some paddling undertaken. The walk itself is very attractive, crossing golden 
beaches and a cliff top and going through historic villages. We arrived in Elie half an hour before the bus, so enjoyed a drink in 
the pub. Unfortunately, the bus broke down en route back to Leven, so our return journey to Edinburgh was rather delayed. 
However, the clocks going forward meant we got home in daylight. 
 

 
 
Other News 
 
Ronnie Archibald 
 
Ronnie died on February 13th at the age of 84. Until illness had taken its toll, he had been a regular, active member of HF for 
more than 30 years. During that time, he was one of the most recognisable of Club members. He was a regular walks organiser 
(we used to call them "leaders" in these days), ferried passengers to walks in his car and was Club President for several years. 
Clearly, a very significant Club figure. But much more than these things, Ronnie was one of the most welcoming of Club 
worthies. Many present members, myself included, can well remember arriving on our first walks wondering if we should really 
be there! By the end of the day, all fears had disappeared. Along with a few others of the same ilk (I won't go into names here 
for fear of leaving someone out) Ronnie had engaged us in lengthy conversation. At the end of the day we were waved 
goodbye with a cheery "see you next week", and feeling as if we had been members for years. 
 
Ronnie had a smashing sense of humour and was at his best when describing his ability in the kitchen. The "Ronnie Archibald 
Cook Book" was a favourite! As was his want, he would phone his wife Frances from the passenger seat in my car on the 
journey home. I suspect that giving an estimate of his arrival time had something to do with it - maybe his dinner might be 
ready. However, on one occasion, a worried Frances informed him that a speed camera had flashed on her earlier in the day 
as she was driving home. Ronnie consoled her with the comforting words "Ah, don't worry. I'll come and see you on visiting 
days." Ronnie will be missed. Our best wishes and condolences go out to Frances and his son and daughter. 
 



 
 
New Ordnance Survey Map Series 
 
Ordnance Survey have announced that will be publishing a new map series to be ready in time for the UK's exit from the EU. 
The current kilometre square grid reference system is to be replaced by a grid based on mile squares, and all heights are to be 
changed from metres to feet, as they used to be in OS maps before 1975. This should make it much easier for us to tell when a 
hill is a Corbett, Graham, Donald or Marilyn, as these all have defined minimum heights in feet, not metres. 
 
Next Months Program 
 
April Walks and Social Program 
 
Sunday 2nd B+/-:آ Conic Hill, Balmaha - OS 56 and 57, 10km and 300m ascent. Part of the West Highland Way with great 
views of Loch Lomond on a good day. The walk starts in Balmaha, heading to Milton of Buchanan before returning over Conic 
Hill. There is a short, steep ascent to the principal view point. However, this can be avoided by continuing on the main path 
down to Balmaha. Fingers crossed that the weather lets us get to Loch Lomond this time. Robin Vevers:آ/ آ050 341 01875 آ 
07866 973 997 
 
Sunday 9th A:آ Tullich Hill and Beinn Bhreac. OS56. 10.5 km and 1020m ascent. A foray into the little visited northern Luss 
Hills. No difficulties, a fine walk with hopefully great views of the Arrochar Alps and Loch Lomond. Sabine Nolte & Matt Floodآ 
 704281 07881 آ/ آ6709 538 0131
 
Sunday 9th B:آ Blairgowrie Circuit. Circular taking in the minor hills to the North of Blairgowrie. Opportunities to cut short if 
necessary. Meet at The Wellmeadow for coffee at 10:45 am. Tom Barnardآ112531 07736 آ/ آ727740 01350 آ and Beverly Bainآ 
 738274 07845 آ/ آ870724 01250
 
Sunday 16th Easter Sunday A+B:آ â€œEaster Bunny walk" - Craig More circuit from Butterstone. There is a boat house to 
shelter in if the weather turns bad. Meet at the Birnam Institute cafأ© at 10:45am. Tom Barnard112531 07736 آ/ آ727740 01350 آ 
 
Sunday 23rd A:آ Carn na Caim & Bhuidheanach Bheag â€“ OS 42, 18km and 880m ascent. Two Munros on the East side of 
the A9 near the Drumochter summit, easily accessed from the A9 and a good walk in winter conditions. Somewhat featureless 
in summer but more interesting with a covering of snow. Janice Christie â€“آ074375 07876 آ/ آ5167 447 0131 آ  
Sunday 23rd B:آ Lundie Craigs â€“ Meridian Monument â€“ 5.8 miles easy East of Perth Caroline Anderson â€“553 0131 آ 
 839702 07929 آ/ آ1550
 
Sunday 30thآ May weekend away at Fort William - no organised walks	


